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B I OG R A P H Y Ikou Tschtiss is Carmen D’Apollonio and Guya Marini. Both second-genera-

tion lItalians, both born and raised in Ztrich, Carmen and Guya have been
friends for the entire millennium. Guya is Paris- and Zlrich-based while Car-
men travels between Ziirich and New York. In the beginning, the two would
meet every summer in Zurich and exchange ideas, but the lack of proximity
kept their collaboration from coming immediately to fruition. Guya stayed
active in Paris as a stylist; Carmen, in Zirich and sometimes New York, was
kept busy as the invaluable assistant to Swiss artist Urs Fischer. Then, meet-
ing up again in the beginning of 2006, the two decided to focus exclusively
on making handmade knitwear and crocheted silk foulards. The seeds for

their joint label Ikou Tschtiss were planted.

The inspiration for the label’s signature crochet trimmed silk scarves origi-
nated from when Carmen’s scarf flew off her neck while riding her bicycle one
day. The duo’s solution was to use their knitting expertise to weigh down the
silk scarf’s edges, resulting in the subsequent birth of their trademark piece.




BACKGROUND

In 2006 Carmen and Guya designed their first collection for the winter. It
consisted of knit pieces and hand-printed t-shirts. While carrying on their
tradition of beautifully crafted knitwear items, Carmen and Guya have also
added such innovative design feats as the lkou-Tschliss crocheted espadrille.
New collections have also moved beyond the realm of knitwear and crochet
into custom-printed silk fabrics for foulards, dresses, and pants. With every
season Carmen and Guya have consistently created specially hand-printed
t-shirts and a variety of accessories including everything from belts to neck-
laces. Moreover, their design ambitions are not limited to clothing: Carmen
and Guya have also made an enormous, sofa-sized sport bag out of stuffed

denim and king-sized, hand-knitted blanket pillows.



We wanted to use traditional “savoir faire” and mix it with unusual materials to
create a new modernity. As part of our commitment to quality, every knit and
crochet piece is fabricated entirely by hand with a network of grandmothers
and passionate home-based workers. This social-and environmental friendly
aspect is very important to us. Although there are less expensive alternatives
to producing the collections overseas, the philosophy of Ikou Tschdiss is that
keeping the production local and intimate creates a product with timeless
value. Thus, a piece from an lkou Tschiss collection is meant to be kept with
care and love because the costumers are partners in the process by which
the clothing is created.



PRODUCTION

The labels idea is to keep the production local, intimate and be environ-
mentally friendly. They developed special techniques of handprinting and
colourdesigning, knitting and crocheting, and for combining materials such as

silk, leather and recycling yarns or metal, cotton and cashmere.

The result is that every lkou Tschiss garment and accessory both conforms
to the highest standard of quality and is at the same time completely individu-

al and unique.



AW 07-08

The first collection was mostly inspired and created in New York. A/W 07
was the season for mixing off colors with neon, t-shirts with big pink writing,
and silk foulards with recycled crotched borders, which became everybody s
darling!

Photographed by Saloi and Lionel friends in NYC.

S/S 08

The second collection was the picnic quilt summer collection S/S 07. They
knitted this big colorful quilt and made silk prints for dresses out of it. “Jamai-
ca No Problem” was the leading slogan. For their t-shirts they did a special
hand print.

Photographed by Pierluigi Macor / Art Direction by Alain



A/W 08-09

The third collection took its inspiration from the film, “Rabbit’s Moon.” Bau-

haus associated silk dresses and clowny prints on t-shirts were the theme.
Big chunky scarves in arrow and angle forms and oversized pom-poms on
wooly headbands enveloped this winter collection 08.

Photographed by Steffi Kunz / Art Direction by Alain

S/S 09

The fourth is the winning one! The first complete collection came together
in a natural and spontaneous manner. It was comprised of not just dresses,
knitted pieces, t-shirts and foulards but also furniture, bags, accessories like
belts, and a little children's line! Hand-colored cotton yarn and hand-colored
fabrics rounded out the handmade value of the season's collection.

Photographed and art direction by Urs Fischer



A/W 09-10

The fifth collection is a big travel and connection of cultural bests. They mixed
the skyline of New York City with the Swiss mountains, they had ltalian café
on a silk foulard with Monica Vitti’s beautiful face hanging on a t-shirt and
Lucio Battisti playing guitar on a pillow. Peruvian Knitted patterns mixed in a
classic NY sweater and the carpet market of Marakesh on a silk foulard sur-
rounded as they like it with their recycling crochet border.

Photographed by Horst Diekgerdes / Art Direction by Thomas Petit



S/510

This is the “we love” collection . Peace and love for a hippy sunny summer.
It’s all about hearts and flowers printing on dresses and xxxxl t-shirt-tunicas.
Their crochet border on the silk foulards is this time made of stripes torn from
various silk fabrics. Heart printed tshirts with knitted parts and crochet espad-
rilles are the must have of this season.

Photographed by Saloi and Lionel / Art Direction Thomas Petit



AW 10-11

The Fall-Winter 2010 collection, imagined as a bright, wintry Arcadia in

shadow, is filled with sumptuous knits in lambskins and silks, and a palette
that echoes the Northern Lights.Sweaterscarves made of hand dyed merino
and hooded jackets made of lambskin with cashmere knit borders are key
this season.

Photographed and art direction by Alexis Saile



S/S 11
Inspired by the chilled-out, peace-and-love drenched sounds and rhythms of

80°s Balearic Beat, the airy, colorful Spring/Summer 2011 collection is desig-
ned to be worn with the sunset-pasted sands, breezes, and gentle ecstasy of

a summer without tourists.

Photographed and art direction by Urs Fischer
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For Ikou Tschtiss’s summer 2009 studio opening in Ztrich, Walter Pfeifer was
present to take photographs of friends wearing clothing from that season’s
collection. These photos were then featured in a limited-run art magazine and
limited-edition Walter Pfeifer-signed posters.
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